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2003-10-17 White Oak River, Gibson Bridge to Route 17

The purpose of this trip is to find out what Isabel did to our river. Here is what we
found. 

It was a gorgeous
day with a touch
of fall in the air.
We put in at
Gibson Bridge.
Almost
immediately we
hit a blown down
tree blocking the
river. This was at
9:50 AM. Before
we got off the
river at Route 17
at 2:00 PM, we
counted 26 in all.
Mike’’s gauge on
a cypress tree near
the bridge

registered 44 inches. This is high water.

Connie Asero and Mike did this same trip on Sunday, Oct. 12. The water that day
was at 54 inches. They counted 18 new blow downs blocking the river. 

As the river drops back to normal even more obstructions will appear. We cannot
recommend this river for paddling above highway 17 until these storm felled trees
are removed from the river. This includes the next section up river to Emmett’’s
Lane Bridge which has been totally blocked ever since Floyd and is probably just
more so now. (See Jamie Cameron’’s "Extreme Canoeing a big challenge" in the
Tideland News}
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We made a map with grid lines and every felled tree marked by a line across the
river and the estimated diameter of the tree indicated.. Copy will be mailed to Lori
Brill, Assistant Manager, Onslow County and to Larry Meadows, Manager, Jones
County.
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