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2003-08-20, Wednesday Paddle on the Trent River 

Thanks Kenney Morgan from all of us for making this trip possible. This is a belated report. 

Due to 4 to 6 inches of rainfall since we paddled the first half of Section 3 on Sunday from Middle Road to Trenton, we
had a flow of 1100 CFS and a river height of 11 feet up from 7 feet. This gave us a good fast flow and enabled us to
explore into swamps and get over or around blown down trees across the river. 

The high water floated the trash and litter back into the swamps. We could see it, but could not get to it. It will remain
there forever filling up our wetlands with our trash. Given time our wetlands will become landfills of trash!. 

We must stop people from throwing their trash off bridges. Today's paddle was six miles below Wilcox Bridge on Middle
Road yet we picked up seven bags of trash plus filing a discarded cooler with trash plus two chairs and a tire. This is in
addition to about the same amount we picked up Sunday from below the same bridge to here. 

We have asked NCDOT to erect "Littering is Illegal-$1,000 fine" signs on both sides of this bridge. 

Aside from the litter, the river was gorgeous. We were paddling through the forest under a beautiful canopy of trees. The
pictures are self explanatory. They are being sent separately in two groups to enable them to be accepted by all
computers. In the future we believe we will put them on the website only where everybody can get to them. 

We have now paddled and cleaned the Trent River of all man made trash from Pleasant Hill to Trenton. The blown down
trees across the river are still there and need to be removed if Jones County is to show off this lovely river for public use
as a canoe and kayak trail. It would take very little effort with a John boat and a chain saw to do this at minimal expense.
Then spread the word as a Paddle Trail and it should attract thousands of tourists dollars to Jones County. It is a shame 

that more of the public cannot see and enjoy the beauty of this lovely river. Check out our website for reports on the other
sections upstream. 

The paddlers were: Dale Weston from Jacksonville, Joanne Somerday from Kinston, Donald Sykes and Jamie from
Clayton, Cal Bridgers from Oriental and Elmer Eddy from Swansboro. 
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