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2003-08-02 Richlands to Jacksonville Paddle Trail

What a wonderful paddle. You immediately find yourself in a wilderness.
Everything around you is a plush green of various shades. The water plant
growth is thick but never obstructed paddling. The banks vary in height from a swamp to a
twenty foot high rocky outcropping. The "Swiss cheese" looking limestone
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formations in this area are grotesque. Before you hit this area are a couple
of new beaver dams you can shoot over when the gauge is 3.5 feet or more. I
always have to take a picture of the big cypress in the middle of the stream
and as you can see from the pictures this time is no exception

Along the way when Melanie Bishop, from Australia, happened to be in the
lead, she heard a crashing through the bushes and saw a white tail
disappearing into the woods. She hollered back she saw a animal. Mike Baysden
and I came around the bend next and there was a pretty little doe lying down
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