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2003-07-11, Friday's Paddle, Trent River, Route 58 to Wilcox Bridge on SR
#1300, Middle Road.

Wetold you it would be an adventure. We didn't know it would turn out to be
a"survivors' experience. We will not do it again until we know it has

been opened out and cleared of all blown down trees blocking the river. We all
agreed it was well worth the experience however and are glad we did
undertake this adventure.

Thisis supposed to be a navigable body of water. Itisnot. Itis
absolutely a gorgeous river with high banks with al kinds of varying
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vegetation, overhanging trees, undercut limestone ledges. It was cool and
comfortable on avery hot day.

The pictures graphically illustrate what we saw and faced and did to
"paddle” down thisriver. Thank Don Sykes for these wonderful pictures.

This Trent River is predominantly a Jones County river. It isamost
exclusively in Jones County. It is our opinion that Jones County is passing
up awonderful opportunity to attract canoers and kayakers to paddle this
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river. We are asking Larry Meadows, Jones County Manager, to show thisto
the Jones County Commissioners and plead with them to open thisriver up and
return it to anavigable state. It will bring thousands of tourists dollars

into Jones County.

It probably should be cleared for flood control, mosquito control and for
emergency rescue operations as well. We hope Jones County will realize they
have agem of ariver here and make it accessible to the public to enjoy.

We want to do the next section down. Thisis#3 in "Paddling Eastern North
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Carolina’. It isfrom Middle Road to the Wildlife Ramp below Trenton. It

is

12.6 mileslong. We cannot paddle that far and pick up all trash in aday.

We need permission from some kind person about half way down to take out

there. If you know of someone who would allow usto do this please let us
know so we can paddle this section in the near future and remove al the
man
made trash along theriver.

Marie Williams: The trash bags are at the Wilcox Bridge on SR. #1300.
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